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Inform     Enlighten     Entertain     Inspire 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CWL MISSION STATEMENT:   

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God through 

ministry and service. 

Welcome back!  Here we are in September and still in the middle of a pandemic that does not seem 

to be going away despite our vaccines and public health restrictions.  Please continue to respect pub-

lic health mandates and be tolerant of each other.  Remember:  Be kind, be calm and be safe! 
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From the President’s Desk 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for the month of September: 

“We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple 

and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 

people who are resolutely committed to this.” 

Mission Statement: 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith 

and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service. 

Trinity CWL Executive 

President:  Huguette Fox   

     

President-Elect:  Nora Loftus    
      

1st Vice President:  Jane Wardrop   

      

2nd Vice President: Rosanna Van Reeuwyk  

      

Secretary:  Vacant—Temporarily filled by Cathy Brzoza 

     

Treasurer:  Maureen Lowden  

      

Spiritual Development:  Angela Watters  

      

Hospitality Chair:  Cathy Brzoza 

    

Community Life: Maureen Lowden 

 

Spiritual Advisor:  Fr. Jozef  

 

To leave a message for any CWL executive 
call 250-390-2612   (Trinity Catholic Church) 

 Who would have thought that we would still be isolated and not doing the normal daily activities?  I thought by now 

COVID-19 would be behind us, but we are still isolated and feeling anxious about tomorrow.  It’s been an incredibly challenging 

year on many levels.  As we see September coming to an end, we realize that we must continue the work of the Catholic Wom-

en’s League and keep connected with our sisters in the League.  There is so much for us to do in our Parish and in our Country. 

The role we are taking in serving coffee after Mass and the funeral receptions will benefit our Parish and our Council.  Three 

teams have been organized to host the receptions as needed and I am thankful for the good response. 

The League is growing and changing with new challenges for all of us.  There is so much good information on the National Web 

page.  Go to www.cwl.ca and check it out.  You will be surprised at what your League is doing and what has been done. 

 

 

 

 Faithfully in Christ 

 Huguette Fox 

“Whenever you begin any good work, you should first of all make a most pressing 

appeal to Christ our Lord to bring it to perfection.”  —  St. Benedict 
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The Continuing Impact of COVID-19 on the Catholic Church in Canada 

 Though it is difficult to comprehend the full 

extent of the pandemic on Canadian society, we easi-

ly recognize, nevertheless, the common experiences 

that have touched all regions:  communities in lock-

down; overwhelmed healthcare providers and insti-

tutions; struggling businesses; and the mental, emo-

tional and physical toll on families, friends and neigh-

bours.  The Catholic Church in Canada too continues 

to face the effects of this health crisis, particularly 

with respect to the prolonged limitations on church 

attendance, limited access to the sacraments, re-

stricted pastoral outreach, strained charitable and 

social works, as well as the inability to accompany 

the members of our communities who are most in 

need:  the sick, the elderly and the vulnerable.  This 

has been a most difficult time for all who serve the 

Church and wider community in various ministries.  Notwithstanding the challenges, we are encouraged by the outpouring of cre-

ativity and innovation to bring the Good News of Christ into our communities.  Our Episcopal Conference has continued to work 

on many initiatives throughout the past year in the areas of family and life, liturgy and sacraments, evangelization and catechesis, 

Indigenous relations, responsible ministry, social justice, as well as ecumenical and inter-faith dialogue. 

As we remain steadfast in responding to the reality of the coronavirus upon our communities of faith and ecclesial outreach, on 

behalf of all Canada’s Bishops I would like to thank you for your ongoing support.  May the Lord extend his grace and love upon 

you and your loved ones. 

+Richard Gagnon 

Archbishop of Winnipeg 

President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS 

From the Victoria Diocesan Council President Laurel Phyall, Communique #2  September 2021 

 

Upcoming Events: 

September 19  - National Faith Day 

September 20 - Federal Election 

September 30 - National Day of Truth & Reconciliation 

October 1 - National Day of Prayer for Canadian Home Missions (CWL) 

October 3 - Life Chain 
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Bishop Gordon’s letter regarding Truth and Reconciliation Day 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Over the past few months, the announcements of unmarked graves on the sites of former residential schools has brought to light 

the sad reality of a tragic part of Canada’s history.  My greatest prayer in this re-awakening of a painful past is that the Holy Spirit 

will enliven all hearths to a profound lament for the past sins of our country and our Church, and a commitment to accompaniment and relationship 

building.  This moment in history provides an opportunity for us to move forward together in a spirit of hope on the path to healing and reconcilia-

tion. 

As one small step on this journey, I am pleased to confirm that the Pastoral Centre and all parish offices and Catholic schools in the Diocese of 

Victoria will be closed on September 30, 2021 to allow staff and students to commemorate Truth and Reconciliation Day, a new federal statutory 

holiday which was announced in June of this year. 

The creation of this National Day was one of the 94 Calls to Action released in 2015 by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).  The 

chosen date of September 30th coincides with Orange Shirt ‘Day, which since 2013 has been an opportunity to promote awareness about the 

residential school system and its continuing legacy.  I encourage all people in our Diocese to prepare for this first Truth and Reconciliation Day by 

learning more about the TRC and Orange Shirt Day, and to prayerfully consider what actions each one of us may take to promote healing and 

reconciliation. 

As I said in my Statement of Apology and Commitment (June 3, 2021, reprinted below), we are all interconnected and we have a responsibility to 

accompany one another in the circle of life.  The Diocese of Victoria humbly acknowledges the pain of the past and we accept responsibility and 

apologize for the role we have played in the history of residential schools.  With the help of the Creator, the path forward is hopeful as we move 

forward in the light a new tomorrow. 

In Communion,   Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of Victoria 

Apology and Commitment -  (June( 

The discovery of the remains of 215 children found at the former Kamloops Residential School shines a light on a painful tragedy for which words 

seem inadequate to express my profound sorrow. As we move through these long days of June, more light exposes the dark places of the residential 

schools era. The penetrating light of our Creator continues to search the hearts of all for the truth, and challenges us to a renewed commitment to 

listen and act. 

On behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria, I apologize for the harm caused due to our complicity involved in the operations of the residential 

schools. I am committed to the process of healing, reconciliation, and education regarding this tragic history. 

The archival records related to the two Residential Schools (Christie and Kuper Island) that were managed by the Diocese of Victoria were forwarded 

to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2008-2015) and our commitment to transparency remains firm. 

We are committed to assist First Nations communities in the work of searching for loved ones who went missing at the residential schools in our Dio-

cese. 

We are committed to help facilitate mental health and counselling support for individuals and communities in our Diocese to help find the peace that 

comes from truth and justice. 

We remember with profound sorrow the children who died and the members of their families who continue to grieve and all those who live with the 

trauma of Residential Schools. We continue to seek pathways of healing for all those on the journey of truth and reconciliation. 

We are all interconnected and we have a responsibility to accompany one another in the circle of life. We humbly acknowledge the pain of the past 

and we accept responsibility for the role we have played in the history of Residential Schools. With the help of the Creator, the path forward is hopeful 

as we move forward in the light of a new tomorrow. 

Sincerely, 

Most Reverend Gary Gordon 

Bishop of Victoria 

 

The Catholic bishops of British Columbia recognize the need for a province-wide initiative to raise 
funds to support healing and reconciliation among Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.  

Go to the Diocese of Victoria website for more information on the BC Bishops’ Campaign in Sup-
port of Healing and Reconciliation. 
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Season of Creation 2021:  Renewing the Oikos of God 

September 1st marks the beginning of the Season of Creation, and annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action for 

our common home.  During the Season, which runs until the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4th, Christians around 

the world are called to renew their relationship with the Creator and with creation through celebration, conversion and 

commitment. 

The theme for the 2021 Season of Creation is “A Home for All?  Renewing the Oikos of God”.  Oikos is the Greek word for 

“home” or “household”, and so this year’s focus is on the integral web of relationships that sustain the well-being of the 

Earth. 

The Season of Creation website has lots of information and resources, including Guides with concrete suggestions for ways 

people may participate through prayer, sustainability projects, and advocacy.  There’s also a forum where people may 

share the events they are planning for their communities and invite others to participate.  In addition, the Laudato Si’ 

Movement has created a page of resources specifically for Catholics, including a toolkit for hosting a Season of Creation 

Petition Event, a guide to praying outdoors during the season, and information on ways to green your parish. 

Pope Francis has invited all Catholics to participate in this annual Season, to “renew their faith in the God of creation and 

join in prayer and work for the care of our common home.”  His prayer intention for the month of September, for “an envi-

ronmentally sustainable lifestyle”, also emphasizes his deep commitment to this important cause.  Together with the Pope, 

we pray with the words of the Season of Creation 2021 Prayer: 

In this Season of Creation, we pray 

that the breath of your creative Word would move our hearts, 

as in the waters of our birth and baptism. 

Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in the beloved community. 

Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant 

and call to care for our common home. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, go to the Diocese of Victoria website and follow the links for Season of Creation 2021. 

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS 
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CWL Prayer for Renewal 
God of new beginnings, ever faithful God, 
We thank your for your constant care for 

The women of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada. 
We have sought to serve You in faith by service to your people. 

 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
 and with the help of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
We continue to discern Your call to seek justice 

 and build Your Kingdom on earth each day. 

 

We ask your guidance as we plan the evolution of 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada. 

Grant us wisdom, the grace of discernment, and strength. 
May each of us open her heart and mind to Your will  

and welcome the new life You bring to the League 
 
 

We ask this through Jesus, Your beloved Son and Our Lord,  
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 

 
Amen 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Protection 

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our 

journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of 

the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you 

participated in Jesus’ pain, with stead-

fast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman 

People, know what we need.  We are 

certain that you will provide, so that, as 

you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feast-

ing might return after this moment of 

trial.  Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to 

conform ourselves to the Father’s will 

and to do what Jesus tells us.  He who 

took our sufferings upon Himself, and 

bore our sorrows to bring us, through 

the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  

Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God.  Do not despise 

our pleas — we who are put to the test 

— and deliver us from every danger,     

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

A Prayer of Hope for the 2022 CWL National Convention, Kelowna 

Father in Heaven, nothing surpasses your goodness. 

Your goodness is steeped in Love and Your Love gives us Hope. 

This Hope gives us Faith, and our Faith helps us Love. 

We pray that Your Love will make us good.   

As we prepare to bring our CWL sisters together,  

Send Your Spirit to guide this Convention Team and our National Council. 

Bless the 102nd National Catholic Women’s League Convention, 

That Your precious daughters will reconnect with each other and draw closer to You. 

Help us to navigate this earthly wilderness and to do your will. 

In Your vineyard O Lord, we long to be: 

Rejoicing, relaxing, praying and playing, 

Laughing, learning, serving and savouring. 

Abba, Father, from these long months of isolation and angst, deliver us. 

We hope in You O Lord, that we may come together in 2022, 

And through Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

We will be blessed as we labour and live in Your Vineyard. 

 

Amen. 
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What’s Happening in Trinity CWL? 

 Here’s what some of our members have been busy with recently! 

Congratulations 

 go out this month to 

Maureen Lowden and husband Dave 

 

 In celebration of Father’s Day and the 

 men of Trinity Catholic Parish, members 

 of the Trinity CWL Council have made a 

 donation of $50.00 to the St. Vincent de 

 Paul Society. 

Celebrating Birthdays this Month ……… 
Mary Adachi 

Gayle Dickie 

Angela Watters 

Many thanks to Anne Ma-

rie Powell and husband 

Don for taking on the Min-

istry of preparing and serv-

ing coffee after Mass on 

Sunday. 

Our CWL has accepted the responsibility for organizing the Recep-

tions after the funeral Masses.  Huguette has set up 3 Teams of ladies 

to oversee the receptions and Doris Landry, who has retired after 30 

years in this ministry, has graciously agreed to train us.  Huguette has 

sent out lists of the teams and of the foods that they will be required 

to serve.  For more information please contact Huguette. 
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The Last Page 

 

  

 

REMINDERS 

• Membership dues for 2021 are now due.  $40.00   

• Fill out and send your membership forms to Nora 

• Next General Meeting is September 21 at 2pm in the parish 

lounge — masks are mandatory 

 

      From the Editor: 

Assembling a Newsletter can be challenging, but is made easier when lots of contributions are 

received!  Please consider making a contribution to our newsletter.  Don’t worry if what you 

want to send doesn’t fit into an existing category — I’ll make a new category for it!  This is 

your newsletter — let it reflect you —  evolving and growing as our group of sisters evolves 

and grows.  Thank you! 

Rosanna 


